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Mann*, He carried out a survey of villages in th<: neighbourhood
of Poona and published two books. Me has provod, on the basis
of his observations, that during the six months following the period
of Ashadh2 to Margashirslui* the agricultural class .spend their time
doing nothing. They can take up weaving during the period when
they have no work, Thanks to the ruin of the weavers' occupation,
80 per cent of the population in left unemployed and their idleness
is ever on the increase. It is not that the people themselves remain
lethargic. They get no opportunity to take up any such occupation
[as weaving]* If it is said that the burden of taxation on the
farmers is much heavier than it used to be, I shall agree* But this
is no justification for their remaining idle.
During 1917-18, cloth worth Rs. 60 crorcs was imported into
India* This is the condition of a country which, once upon a time,
was at the peak of prosperity and exported goods on a large scale.
The figure of 60 crores relates to 1917-IB, It is for consideration
how much larger the figure would have been if there; had been no
war and if shipping facilities hud remained normal*
Today, the people go even without their minimum needs by
way of a shirt, a jacket* a head-gear and a dhoti or half-length sari
and make do with just one article of clothing where they need
three or four* I once asked such a person the reason for this*
In reply, he asked me how he could spare the five to seven rupees
that would be needed. This is what the use of foreign cloth has
reduced us to.
It is the aim of this body to revive occupations which have died
out* By way of an experiment, a start has been made with a move-
ment for producing cloth. We can start the movement only with
cloth. Then followed the idea that people should take a vow,
For the sake of convenience, the vow has been divided into three
categories : one pure, another mixed, and the third requiring that
cloth bought in future must be swadcshi, Really speaking, once
the vow is taken, the use of foreign cloth should be regarded as
totally forbidden. But an issue was raised by Ramibai Kamdar,
that it would put them to a heavy loss if they discarded their
costly saris and other dresses; hence it would be better [she said]
to insist on buying swadeshi cloth only after they had used up the
dresses in stock with them* And so the third category was intro-
duced* If we are unable to keep a vow once taken, we would
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